
Current Event Format 

Students must find an article about a current event from a credible journalistic 
source.  They will write a reflection about the current event they chose, making 
sure to include all of the key points listed below.   

The response should be written on a blank document (not directly on this 
outline), and should be at least one page (typed, 12 pt. Times New Roman, 
double spaced). 

The article must be reflective of a cultural standard, or problem happening now. 

ARTICLE CITATION: Name of article, author, publication, publication date 

 

WHO? 

WHAT? 

WHEN? 

WHERE? 

MAIN POINTS:  Write the main idea(s) using key events, people, and vocabulary terms.  This should 
be a basic summary of what happened. 

 

CULTURAL IMPACT:  Explain what this event says about a cultural standard, or problem.  Describe 
how specific culture is affected by, or reflected in this event. 

 

QUOTATION:  Select a quote to support the author's point of view or a main idea of the article. 

 

SO WHAT?  Why is this news important to you?  Who is likely to feel the impact of this news?  How 
would life be different if this event did not happen? 

 

REACTION/OPINION:  What is your personal response to this news?  How does this information 
change your understanding of this topic?  What would you like to see happen next and why?  
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The article I read is about the Lego Corporation, and five important women in the US 

space program.  The five women that this article is specifically about are Katherine 

Johnson, Margaret Hamilton, Sally Ride, Nancy Grace Roman, and Mae Jemison.  This 

article describes Lego’s decision to commemorate these women’s contribution to space 

exploration by making them into figurines for a new set.  The article did not have specific 

dates, but did say that the Women of NASA set will be released next year.  This article 

did not include “Where” information, but I can infer that the set will be released in the 

United States, since it is about women who worked for NASA. 

 

The first main point of this article was related to Lego’s recognition that women are 

underappreciated in STEM.  This company, which most people consider educational, 

wanted to address the lack of famous women in space exploration.  The next major point 

was Lego’s decision to make a Women of STEM toy set.  This was done with input from 

consumers, and it “beat out eleven other projects.”  The last main point is about the 

effects of Lego’s decision.  Mae Jemison, one of the astronauts in the Lego set, Tweeted 

that she was extremely excited for this new set.   

 

The cultural impact has not yet been seen, because the toy set has not been released.  

However, I can describe the goal Lego has in mind.  Lego wants to “shed light on the rich 

history of women in STEM professions.”  I believe that Lego wants to instill a cultural 

value of appreciation for diversity in STEM.  This is more important for the future than 

the past, as more people will be needed for STEM jobs and they will need to include a 

wide variety of perspectives. 

 

I chose to use the quote, “Lego says it is particularly excited about the ‘inspirational 

value’ of the set.”  This quote illustrates the author’s perspective because this article 

focused on the impact the new toys will have on young people as they prepare for the 

future.  It did not focus on the historical details behind each of the women, beyond one 

sentence for each.  Therefore, this article is really about inspiration rather than history. 

 

This article is important to me because I am a teacher at a STEM high school.  This 

article is a reminder that STEM professions still suffer from a lack of diversity, which is 

one of the problems we hope to fix in the future.  It also is important to me because it 

illustrates the way history can be used thematically, in order to promote an interest in 

STEM. 

 

I am very optimistic about the future from reading this article.  It creates a positive 

perspective for me because it shows that even private corporations are invested in the 

future of STEM.  This changes my understanding of the topic because it makes me think 

about the relationship between “fun” and “education,” and how Lego has done a great job 

incorporating them together.  I would like to see an update periodically with reactions 

from people who actually own these toys, to see if they were influenced at all by Lego’s 

new set.  


