
ASIA: INDIA
HERODOTUS, 430 BCE

The way in which the Indians get the plentiful supply of gold which enables them to furnish year by 
year so vast an amount of gold-dust to the kind is the following: Eastward of India lies a tract which is 
entirely sand. Indeed of all the inhabitants of Asia, concerning whom anything certain is known, the 
Indians dwell the nearest to the east, and the rising of the sun. Beyond them the whole country is desert
on account of the sand...

Here, in this desert, there live amid the sand great ants, in size somewhat less than dogs, but bigger 
than foxes. The Persian king has a number of them, which have been caught by the hunters in the land 
whereof we are speaking. Those ants make their dwellings underground, and throw up sand-heaps as 
they burrow (v.). Now the sand which they throw up is full of gold...

When the Indians have equipped themselves they set off in quest of the gold, calculating the time so 
that they may be engaged in seizing it during the most sultry part of the day, when the ants hide 
themselves to escape the heat...

When the Indians reach the place where the gold is, they fill their bags with the sand, and ride away at 
their best speed: the ants, however, scenting them, as the Persians say, rush forth in pursuit. Now these 
animals are, they declare, so swift, that there is nothing in the world like them: if it were not, therefore, 
that the Indians get a start while the ants are mustering, not a single gold-gatherer could escape...Such, 
according to the Persians, is the manner in which the Indians get the greater part of their gold; some is 
dug out of the earth, but of this the supply is more scanty. 

It seems as if the extreme regions of the earth were blessed by nature with the most excellent 
productions... In India, which is the furthest region of the inhabited world towards the east, all the four-
footed beasts and the birds are very much bigger than those found elsewhere...



ASIA: MESOPOTAMIA
HERODOTUS, 430 BCE

On the topmost tower [in Babylon] there is a spacious temple, and inside the temple stands a couch of 
unusual size, richly adorned, with a golden table by its side... They also declare---but I for my part do 
not credit it---that the god comes down in person into this chamber, and sleeps upon the couch. …
Below, in the same precinct, there is a second temple, in which is a sitting figure of Jupiter [Marduk], 
all of gold. Before the figure stands a large golden table, and the throne whereon it sits, and the base on 
which the throne is placed, are likewise of gold. The Chaldaeans told me that all the gold together was 
eight hundred talents' weight*. 

Outside the temple are two altars, one of solid gold, on which it is only lawful to offer sucklings [baby 
animals]; the other a common altar, but of great size, on which the full-grown animals are sacrificed. It 
is also on the great altar that the Chaldaeans burn the frankincense, which is offered to the amount of a 
thousand talents' weight*, every year, at the festival of the God. 

In the time of Cyrus there was likewise in this temple a figure of a man, twelve cubits high**, entirely 
of solid gold. I myself did not see this figure, but I relate what the Chaldaeans report concerning it. 
Darius, the son of Hystaspes, plotted to carry the statue off, but had not the hardihood to lay his hands 
upon it. Xerxes, however, the son of Darius, killed the priest who forbade him to move the statue, and 
took it away. Besides the ornaments which I have mentioned, there are a large number of private 
offerings in this holy precinct.

*Historians estimate that 1 talent = 75 lbs
**1 cubit = 1 ½ ft.



AFRICA: ETHIOPIA AND SUDAN
HERODOTUS, 430 BCE

Where the south declines towards the setting sun lies the country called Ethiopia, the last inhabited land
in that direction. There gold is obtained in great plenty, huge elephants abound, with wild trees of all 
sorts, and ebony; and the men are taller, handsomer, and longer lived than anywhere else. The 
Ethiopians were clothed in the skins of leopards and lions, and had long bows made of the stem of the 
palm-leaf, not less than four cubits in length.

In Libya, on the western Nile, the largest royal seat is the city of Meroë. The shape of the island is said 
to be that of a shield. It is very mountainous, and contains great forests. The inhabitants are nomads, 
who are partly hunters and partly farmers. There are also mines of copper, iron, gold, and various kinds
of precious stones. It is surrounded on the side of Libya by great hills of sand, and on that of Arabia by 
continuous precipices. 

The houses in the cities are formed by interweaving split pieces of palm wood or of bricks. They have 
fossil salt [rock salt], as in Arabia. Palm, the persea [the peach], ebony, and carob trees are found in 
abundance. They hunt elephants, lions and panthers. There are also serpents, which encounter 
elephants, and there are many other kinds of wild animals, which take refuge, from the hotter and 
parched districts, in watery and marshy districts. Above Meroë is Psebo [Lake Tana], a large lake, 
containing a well-inhabited island. As the Libyans occupy the western bank off the Nile, and the 
Ethiopians the country on the other side of the river, they thus dispute by turns the possession of the 
islands and the banks of the river, one party repulsing the other, or yielding to the superiority of its 
opponent. 



ASIA: CHINA
C. 250 BCE



NORTH AMERICA: CARIBBEAN
CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS, 1493

They came loaded with cotton, parrots, javelins, and other things too numerous to mention; these they 
exchanged for whatever we chose to give them.  I was very attentive to them, and strove to learn if they
had any gold.

Seeing some of them with little bits of this metal hanging at their noses, I gathered from them by signs 
that by going southward or steering round the island in that direction, there would be found a king who 
possessed large vessels of gold, and in great quantities.



ASIA: CHINA
FRANCESCO BULDUCCI PEGOLOTTI, 1340

Whatever silver the merchants may carry with them as far as Cathay (China) the lord of Cathay will 
take from them and put into his treasury.  And to merchants who thus bring silver they give that paper 
money of theirs in exchange...

With this money you can readily buy silk and other [merchandise]...And all the people of the country 
are bound to receive it.  And yet you shall not pay a higher price for your goods because your money is 
of paper.



What is Money? (International Monetary Fund)

http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/fandd/2012/09/basics.htm

Timeline of Gold (National Mining Association)

http://www.nma.org/pdf/gold/gold_history.pdf
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